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Government of West Bengal
Panchayats and Rural Development Department

63, N.S. Road, Jessop Building, Kolkata-700 001

Memo No. SPRD-747-08(18)/RD/P/SGSY/20M-6/05(Pt-I)                           Date: 1.07.2008
From : Dr. M.N.Roy, IAS


Principal Secretary to the Government of West Bengal


Panchayats and Rural Development Department

To     : District Magistrate

……………………………. (ALL)

Sub: Capturing of data relating to all members of BPL families.
Sir,

I would like to draw your kind attention to the point No.5 of the guideline issued vide this depart No 5278(18)/ RD(SGSY)/20M-6/05-Pt-I Date. 17/7/2007 where the necessity of capturing of information of all the members of each BPL family was stated in the context of issue of Individual Ration Card for the AY, AAY and BPL ration card holders. Recently, Chief Secretary to the Government of West Bengal has emphasized on completion of the process by September, 2008, vide his DO No. 217(18)-CS/2008 dated 27th June, 2008, which has been written to you. The data will also be of importance in view of different poverty alleviation and social security programmes such as Rastriya Swasthya Bima Yojona, which focuses on providing benefit of medical insurance to all the BPL families. 

The Task: - The food and supply Department will supply a list of persons holding ration cards for targeted poverty alleviation programmes such as BPL, AAY and AY to the Block Development Office. The block office will have to enter the data showing the current status of possession of Ration cards in the database of the RHS and prepare the list of families whose scores are twenty seven or below for being eligible to receive AAY cards and for those with scores between 27 to 33 for receiving BPL cards. In the above context, I shall request you to take following steps to incorporate the following information of all the members of each BPL family in the RHS database using the RHS 2.0.0 software, as stated in our earlier guidelines. 
Step-1. The information viz. Name of each member, Age, Sex, relationship with the head of the household are available in the original survey forms. Where the survey forms are not properly organised, steps should be taken to sort the forms of BPL families together. 
Step-2. In absence of such forms, Electoral Roll may be consulted for gathering such information. This can be worked out following the process mentioned below;
A) Name of the Gram Panchayat as printed on the title sheet of the Electoral Roll should be selected first.

B) Searching the names of some of the voters, the corresponding Gram Sansad can be identified using the RHS Software. 

C) A printout of the head of the households of the BPL families should be taken after determining the proper Sansad/ or village (where the old sansad consists of overlapping villages)

D) The names from the BPL list now may be searched from the Electoral Roll and ticking in pencil may be made.

E) Once a name can be found, in the electoral roll, using the Notional Household Number against the name, rest of the members (except the minor members) may be identified from the Electoral Roll;

F) In some cases, more than one head of family may be found to be having same Notional Household Number in the Electoral Roll, in such cases, the family members attached to the respective head of the family may be identified through cross reference to other information in the Rural Household Survey database such as “number of family member”, age of the head of the household etc. 

G) The names of the minor members may be incorporated from the list of ration card holders to be supplied by the Food and Supplies Department, as stated in the communication by the Chief Secretary mentioned earlier.
H) In respect of families whose members could not be identified through the processes detailed at (A) to (G) above, household level enumeration will have to arranged locally. District authorities may assess the magnitude of the task after the steps above has been tried out and inform this department for the course of action to be taken and the likely time by which the BPL data base will have their individual names incorporated.  

Step-3. After incorporating such data, the following steps are to be taken for issue of ration card in terms of 2841(130)-FS/Food/5R-4/07 dated 8th May 2007 issued by the Food and Supplies Department.   
A. Preparation of list of  all members of Household scoring between 28 and 33( both scores inclusive) for issuance of BPL Ration Card taking details from RHS-DATA

B. Preparation of list of all Members of households having scored <= 27 for issuance of AAY Ration Card taking details from RHS-DATA.
C. Marking of Existing AY, AAY and BPL beneficiaries who will be found in the corresponding list as mentioned in points 1 and 2 above in the database, using the software.
D. Marking the existing ration card No and the name of the dealer against each member of BPL families, which will be available from the list supplied by the Inspector, Food and Supplies to the Block Development Officer, as stated in the communication of the Chief Secretary referred above. 
In the first phase the work will be done only for existing card holders. Issuance of `changed’ cards to those households whose status has changed from general to BPL or BPL to AAY and vice-versa will be considered in second phase.

As this will involve a substantial amount of data entry, it is suggested that the work of data entry may be outsourced to some agency including hiring of computers with LAN. A new version of the RHS software has been developed for this purpose, which will enable data entry from more than one computer at a time. The list of ration card holders MR dealer wise will also be generated from the new version of the software.


Necessary expenditure for creating of such database may be incurred from the allocation for 12th Finance Commission / Second State Finance Commission grant earmarked for creation of database. 

Considering the urgency of the work, you are requested to issue necessary instructions to the Block Development Officers so that the work of capturing of information of all members of each BPL households may be completed by latest by the middle of August, 2008.  It may also be mentioned that after completion of the above work, the works relating to revision in the RHS Database will be taken up based on the claims and objections already received and disposed. I hope that all such claims and objections, if not already disposed of may be disposed as early as possible.








Yours faithfully

  ( M.N.Roy) 
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