Government of West Bengal

Department of Panchayats and Rural Development
Jessop Building (1st Floor), 63, N. S. Road

 Kolkata – 700 001

No. 1220/PN/O/I/1A-2/07
               

                        Date: 17. 03. 2008

                                                              O R D E R


Whereas the Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional Forest Dwellers(Recognition of Forest Rights)Act, 2006 has already been enacted and the Rules, 2007 under the aforesaid Act have already been framed ;


And whereas a meeting for implementation of the aforesaid Act and Rules was held on 28th February, 2008 ;

   
And whereas the State Government in this Department considers that a committee named “Forest Rights Committee” should be formed at the level of Gram Sansad ;  

Therefore, after careful consideration of the matter and in pursuance of the decisions taken in the meeting dated 28.02.2008 on the matter, the Governor, in exercise of the power conferred by section 212 of the West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1973 (West Bengal Act XLI of 1973) has been pleased hereby to direct the following:-

(a) A committee named Forest Rights Committee shall be formed at the level of Gram Sansad in the meeting to be held before 31st March, 2008 so that the Committee may start its function w.e.f. 1st April, 2008 all over the state.


For the above purpose the Gram Sansads shall be convened by the Gram Panchayat having forest area within its jurisdiction and in its meeting, it shall elect from amongst its members a committee of not less than ten but not exceeding fifteen persons as member of the Forest Rights Committee. At least one-third members shall be Scheduled Tribes and not less than one-third of such members shall be women. Where there are no Scheduled Tribes, at least one-third of such members shall be women.

(b)   The quorum for constitution of Forest Rights Committee shall be not less than two-third of all members of Gram Sansads and the quorum of the aforesaid committee shall be same as that of the Gram Unnayan Samiti i.e. at least one-third of  members of the Forest Rights Committee.


(c) Since Gram Unnayan Samiti has been constituted at the level of Gram Sansad, Forest Rights Committee shall  act as a functional  committee under Gram Unnayan Samiti comprising ten to fifteen members of Gram Unnayan Samiti subject to the compliance of condition regarding Scheduled Tribes and Women members. If number of Scheduled Tribe and Women members fall short of minimum requirement, members/voters of Gram Sansad not included in Gram Unnayan Samiti may be co-opted.

(d) The Chairperson and the Secretary of Gram Unnayan Samiti shall act as the Chairperson and the Secretary of the Forest Rights Committee.

(e) The District Panchayats and Rural Development Officer of the district shall be included as a permanent invitee in the District Level Committee.

(f) Three elected members of the concerned Panchayat Samiti nominated by the Sabhadhipati of the concerned Zilla Parishad shall be the members of the Sub-divisional Committee. At least two of three such nominated members of the aforesaid committee shall belong to the Scheduled Tribe community preferably those who are forest dwelling or who  belong to the primitive tribal groups.  Where there are no Scheduled Tribe members, two members who are preferably other traditional forest dwellers and one of them being a Woman member shall be nominated.

(g) Three elected members of the concerned Zilla Parishad belonging to the same category as explained in para (f) above being nominated by the Sabhadhipati shall be included in the District Committee.


This order shall come into force at once.






   
         By order of the Governor,

                                                                                            Sd/- M. N. Roy 

      
           






                        Principal Secretary to the





     
          Government of West Bengal

No. 1220/1(10)/PN/O/I/1A-2/07

                  Date: 17. 03. 2008

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to the

1. Principal Secretary to the Govt. of West Bengal, BCW Deptt./Forest Deptt.

2. Sabhadhipati,………………………………………Zilla Parishad (All)

3. Commissioner, Panchayats and Rural Development, West Bengal.

4. Director, SIPRD, Kalyani.

5. District Magistrate,……………………………………….District (All)

6. Addl. District Magistrate,…………………………………………(All)

7. Dist. Panchayat & Rural Dev. Officer………………………………(All)

8. Sub-Divisional Officer………………………………………………(All)

9. Block Development Officer………………………………………….(All)

He is requested to distribute the copy of the order to all Gram Panchayats and Panchayat Samitis within his jurisdiction.

     10.   PA to MIC/MOS, BCW Deptt./Forest Deptt./Panch. & Rural Dev. Deptt., Govt.               

              of West Bengal.                                                                         

                                                                                            Joint Secretary to the 

               Government of West Bengal

