Government of West Bengal

Department of Panchayats and Rural Development

Jessop Building (1st Floor), 63, N. S. Road

Kolkata – 700 001

No. 3248/PN/O/I/3R-7/04                                                                              Date: 11. 08. 2008

ORDER
          Whereas as per provision of sub-rule (2) of rule 24 of the West Bengal Panchayat (Gram Panchayat Administration) Rules, 2004, maximum height of a building is admissible up to fifteen (15) metres;

            And whereas it has since been felt necessary by this Department that due to rapid increase of socio-economic and cultural activities undertaken by various organizations in rural areas the construction of such buildings beyond the statutory height of fifteen (15) metres merits immediate consideration;

           
Now, therefore, in exercise of the power conferred by section 212 of the West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1973 (West Ben. Act XLI of 1973), the Governor is pleased to direct that in case of any proposal for construction of buildings beyond the prescribed height of fifteen (15) metres the following procedure shall be followed:

(i) (a) For building of construction in rural areas which are not under any Development Authority, the Secretary or any other employee of the Gram Panchayat being authorized in this behalf shall receive the application, retain two copies and return the other copy noting thereon the date of receipt under his signature and the seal of the Gram Panchayat. The application in Form 4 of the West Bengal Panchayat (Gram Panchayat Administration) Rules, 2004 shall be accompanied by a plan of the proposed structure or building in triplicate and a site plan in triplicate both prepared and authenticated by a competent Architect who shall certify that stability analysis has been done and soil tests performed and shall quote his licence or empanelment number or registration number. Authentication additionally by a structural Engineer or a Geo-technical Engineer or both may be required for planning, design and construction of building in special cases. Copy of records of right and copy of such other records showing title and interest of the applicant in respect of the land, as also character of the land shall be necessary and one copy of such building plan and site plan shall be blueprinted. 

(b) The Gram Panchayat shall examine the right, title and interest of the applicant in respect of the land on which the structure or building is proposed to be erected and after such enquiry, as may be considered necessary, within a period of thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of application, shall send all papers to the Zilla Parishad for onward transmission within a period of fifteen (15) days to the State Govt. in the Panchayat and Rural Development Department alongwith its views.  


(c) The Department may consider the application for according approval after its satisfaction with the purpose of such construction in Panchayat area.  The vetting or specific objections of this Department shall be communicated to the Gram Panchayat through the Zilla Parishad within a period of sixty (60) days from the date of receipt of such application from Zilla Parishad.  The Gram Panchayat shall accord permission on the basis of this vetting or communicate the objections to the applicant, as the case may be.  The applicant may resubmit the proposal after removing the objections to the Gram Panchayat.

 (ii) (a) For construction of building pertaining to the area falling under any Development Authority, any employee of the Panchayat Samiti being authorized in this behalf shall receive the application in triplicate, retain two copies and return the other copy noting thereon the date of receipt under his signature and the seal of the Panchayat Samiti. The application in Form 4A of the West Bengal Panchayat (Gram Panchayat Administration) Rules, 2004 as amended in 2006 shall be accompanied by all the records and documents as referred to in para (i) (a). 

(b) The Panchayat Samiti shall follow the procedure mutatis and mutandis as explained in para (ii) (b). 

(c) The Department may consider the application for according approval after its satisfaction with the purpose of such construction in Panchayat area.  The vetting or specific objections of this Department shall be communicated to the Panchayat Samiti through the Zilla Parishad within a period of sixty (60) days from the date of receipt of such application from Zilla Parishad.  The Panchayat Samiti shall accord permission on the basis of this vetting or communicate the objections to the applicant, as the case may be.  The applicant may resubmit the proposal after removing the objections to the Panchayat Samiti.

(iii)  At the time of submission of application for construction of  building to the Gram Panchayat or Panchayat Samiti, the applicant shall pay fees at such rate as referred to in rule 34 of the West Bengal Panchayat (Gram Panchayat Administration) Rules, 2004 as amended in 2006 and no additional fee is required to be paid in case of resubmission of application.

                                                                                             By order of the Governor,

                                                                                              Principal Secretary to the           

                                                                                            Government of West Bengal

No.                     PN/O/I/3R-5/04 (Pt. IV)                                                      Date :

Copy forwarded for information and taking necessary action to the :

1.   Commissioner, Panchayats and Rural Development, West Bengal.

2.   District Magistrate and Executive Officer, ..…………………...… Zilla Parishad (All)

3.   District Panchayats and Rural Development Officer, ..……………………...…... (All)

4.   Block Dev. Officer & Executive Officer, ……………………. Panchayat Samiti (All).

He is requested to make arrangement to circulate the copies of the order among the       Pradhans of the Gram Panchayats within his jurisdiction.

                                                                                                  Joint Secretary to the

                                                                                            Government of West Bengal

