                                                ELECTION  URGENT

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

DEPARTMENT OF PANCHAYATS & RURAL DEVELOPMENT

JESSOP BUILDING (IST FLOOR), 63, N. S. ROAD

KOLKATA – 700 001

Memo No. 943/PN/O/I/2M-4/03 (Pt-II)                                  Date: 03. 03. 2009  

From:
D. Ghosh, IAS

Special Secretary to the

Govt. of West Bengal

To:      The District Magistrate


___________________________________ (All)

Sub:    Permission for erecting Mobile Network Towers in Panchayat areas.

Sir,

 
The Chief Electoral Officer, West Bengal has communicated to this Department that a review meeting was held by him at the State level with BSNL and other Service Providers in West Bengal on 28. 02. 2009 for quick expansion of their Net-work programmes in view of the directions of the Election Commission of India vide its No. 464/EPS/2009 dated 24. 02. 2009.  In the meeting, one of the issues that they were highlighted, was that in many cases Gram Panchayats were not according permission for erecting Mobile Network Towers citing various reasons.


I am, therefore, directed to say that for erection of towers in rural areas, the Service Providers will apply to the concerned Gram Panchayats for necessary permission.  The Gram Panchayat will issue permission after taking one time fee @ Rs. 3/- per cubic metre on the total volume of tower.  If the land on which the tower will be erected belongs to the Gram Panchayat, the Gram Panchayat will enter into an agreement with 

the Service Provider and collect a rental fee of Rs. 3,500/- (Rupees three thousand five hundred) only at the time of agreement and thereafter collect the same amount of Rs. 3,500/- (Rupees three thousand five hundred) only every year for renewal of licence to the Service Provider.  In case of private property, the licence fee of the land will be collected by the land owner.  The agreement signed with the Service Provider will remain valid for five (5) years and the same may be renewed after completion of five years, if there is no objection to do so.   


I am further directed to say that after construction of tower, it will be considered as a building and Gram Panchayat will assess building tax on such tower under the existing provisions of law.  A guideline was issued from this Department on this subject in vernacular  vide No.  5094/PN/O/I/M-4/03 (Part-I) dated 22. 12. 2008.  Copy of the said guideline is forwarded again for communicating the matter to all Gram Panchayats and Panchayat Samitis immediately to take appropriate action.     

                                                                                                     Yours faithfully,
 

                                                                                       Special Secretary to the

                                                                                             Government of West Bengal 

Enclo :  As stated above.      

