Government of West Bengal

Department of Panchayats and Rural Development
Jessop Building (1st Floor), 63, N. S. Road

 Kolkata – 700 001

No. 4945 /PN/O/I/ 1A  - 1/04 (Pt. III)                                Date:   10.12.2008

O R D E R

Whereas a Gram Sansad has been endowed with the responsibility to constitute a Gram Unnayan Samiti under clause (c) of sub-section (6) of section 16A of the West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1973 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act)for ensuring active participation of the people in their own development including implementation, maintenance and equitable distribution of benefits with respect to such development works ;


And whereas, the procedure for formation of the Gram Unnayan Samiti has been laid down under sub-rule (4) of rule 70 of the West Bengal Panchayat (Gram Panchayat Administration) Rules, 2004 (hereinafter referred to as the said rules) wherein it has been prescribed that members of Gram Unnayan Samiti shall be elected by the majority of the members of the Gram Sansad present in such meeting ;  


And whereas, the objective of the aforesaid election process was to identify a group of villagers that would be proactive in development of the village under the overall guidance and supervision of the Gram Panchayat and would work together independent / irrespective of political belief ;


And whereas, it has been intended that the Gram Unnayan Samiti will engage in activities related to mobilization of the people for development, take up no cost or very low cost activities and a portion of the fund for such activities may be generated through local mobilization ;   

And whereas, it has been observed that the process of formation of Gram Unnayan Samiti in quite a few places had led to the law and order problem stemming from a lot of misconception as to the purpose, function and the modalities of formation of the Gram Unnayan Samiti ;

And whereas, it has been reported that for the constitution of Gram Unnayan Samiti the members of Gram Sansad are being compelled to cast their votes openly on political line thereby exposing political preference of the citizen, which is not at all desirable and creation of such sharp division at the very initial stage of the process will frustrate the very purpose of formation of  the Gram Unnayan Samiti ;  

And whereas, in order to eliminate any scope for misinterpretation in the concept or in the process of formation of Gram Unnayan Samiti as well as to avoid any untoward incident at the time of such formation,  it is desirable that those bodies should be formed on the basis of consensus of all the members of Gram Sansad ;

  And whereas, it is understandably quite difficult to reach such consensus at an open meeting of a few hundred persons and at the same time it is essential that such list of persons should be prepared based on consensus of the major political parties working in that area ;


Now, therefore, in exercise of the power conferred under section 212 of the said Act, the Governor is pleased hereby to direct that an all party meeting shall be held at Block, Sub-division and District level to clarify the spirit, purpose, powers and functions of Gram Unnayan Samiti and to emphasize the formation of Gram Unnayan Samiti with consensus of opinion and for this purpose the member(s) elected from a Gram Sansad and the opposition member who got second highest vote in the last Panchayat election shall discuss among themselves and prepare a list of persons in their constituency who can work for the development of their village without any self-interest or any separate agenda of their own.  The elected member and the opposition member shall jointly write to the Pradhan of the Gram Panchayat mentioning the list of persons they have identified keeping the broad categories of persons to be included in the Gram Unnayan Samiti as prescribed under rule 72 of the said rules.

The Governor is further pleased to direct that the Pradhan will normally accept the same or in case of any objection will discuss the same with both the elected and the opposition members for building a consensus.  

The Governor is also pleased to direct that the list will be published in the Notice Board of the Gram Panchayat office and two other conspicuous places within the area of   Gram Sansad and for wide publicity of the listed persons a public announcement shall be made by the Gram Panchayat within Gram Sansad area ;  if for any reason such consensus cannot be built, the formation of Gram Unnayan Samiti shall be kept pending until further order.  It is also reiterated that all concerned will make sincere effort to form Gram Unnayan Samitis based on consensus as mentioned before and encourage proper functioning of the Gram Unnayan Samiti for active participation of the people for their own development.  


 The Governor is pleased to direct once again that all concerned will act immediately in pursuance of this order and the Gram Unnayan Samiti already formed will continue to function as usual and will not be affected by this order.  A suitable amendment in the aforesaid rules with respect to constitution of Gram Unnayan Samiti is being introduced and till such amendment this order will remain effective.








           By order of the Governor,






                                      Sd/- M.N. Roy








             Principal Secretary to the


  




                      Government of West Bengal
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Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to the :

1. Commissioner, Panchayat & Rural Development Department, West Bengal.

2. Director, SIPRD, Kalyani, Nadia.

3. Sabhadhipati, ……………………………………………….Zilla Parishad (All)

4. District Magistrate, ……………………………………………….………..(All)

5. Sub divisional Officer, ………………………………………………….(All)

6. Dist. Panchayat & Rural Development Officer, …………………………….(All)

7. Sabhapati ………………………………………………. Panchayat Samiti (All)

8. Block Development Officer…………………………………………………(All)

He is requested to circulate copy of this order to all Pradhans within his jurisdiction for compliance.

9. PS to MIC, Panchayat & Rural Development Department, Govt. of West Bengal.

10. PS to MOS, Panchayat & Rural Development Department, Govt. of West Bengal.

                                                                                        Joint Secretary to the







    
       Government of West Bengal

