[image: image1.png]



     Dr M N Roy, IAS

Principal Secretary 
No: 6758 (19)/RD/NREGA/18B-01/06 (Pt II)         

       
 
  7th September 2007

To:


1.
The Principal Secretary, Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council

2. 
The District Magistrate: All districts (Except Howrah)


____________________________________________

3.
The Addl Executive Officer, Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad

Sub: Payment of Wages under NREGA through Post Office

Sir,


You are aware that government has been emphasizing the importance of introduction of the system of payment of wages under NREGA through post offices to ensure transparency in the mater of wage payment under NREGA.  This system is being tried out for over a year now in the 1st phase NREGA districts. While the system is functioning satisfactorily in some selected Blocks/GPs in some districts, the progress in terms of replication of the system to increase coverage areas across the district in general is not very encouraging. Shortage of man-power in the post offices, problem in carrying cash for depositing in the post offices and lack of initiative at the ground level in many cases appears to have contributed to such slow progress of this system. The matter has since been reviewed and it has been decided in consultation with the appropriate authorities of postal department that the following procedures should be followed in the districts for smooth operation of the system of payment of wages through post offices.

1. The Suptd of Posts shall provide additional man power on the day of payment to the post office concerned.

2. The GP and the post master concerned will have to inform the Suptd of Post office the date of payment at least one/two days in advance

3. Instead of one account in the name of the head of the family, as is being followed at present, separate accounts in respect of each individual member of the family should be opened. 
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4. The Gram Panchayat should send the advice for payment to the Post Office in the proforma prescribed by the postal authorities (Annexure A, copy enclosed). A new account can be opened with the first payment of wages. In such cases the words “New Account” has to be mentioned in the column meant for Account Number in that proforma. The post master will assign the account number and make payment after keeping a balance of Rs 50 in the account. 

5. In order to minimise the problem of carrying fund in cash by the GP for depositing the same in the Post Office the following procedure should be followed:

(i) in case of departmental Sub Post Office, the money can be deposited by cheque provided these are not outstation cheques.

(ii) The Branch Post Offices are not, however, authorized to accept cheques, in which case the GP will have to deposit the fund at the Branch Post Office in cash. In such cases, without having to carry the fund to the Branch Post Office, both the GP staff and the post master of the Branch Post Office concerned can go together while encashing the fund from the bank account, and deposit the same after encashment at the nearest Head/Sub Post Office and obtain the receipt from the said post master against such deposit then and there. 

6. Recording of employment and payment particulars in the job card should be made at the GP/PS level simultaneously with the remittance of the wages to the account in the post offices. 

7. A district level meeting with the GP staff and the post master of the BO/SO should be organized in consultation with the Suptd of Post Office concerned for briefing them about the above action points for smooth operation of the system.

Yours faithfully,

Enclo: as stated


     (MN Roy)

No: 6758 (19)/1(3)/RD/NREGA/18B-01/06 (Pt II)         

   7th September 2007


Copy forwarded to:

1. Ms Rameswari Handa, Post Master General, Kolkata Region, Kolkata 700012

2. Mr Sanjiv Ranjan, Director Postal Services, North Bengal and Sikkim Region, 

Siliguri 734001 

3. Mr Sachin Kishore, Director Postal Services, Kolkata Region, Kolkata 700012

(MN Roy)

Annexure “A”

LIST OF TRANSACTION OF SB ACCOUNTS UNDER NREGS AT ______________________ POST OFFICES ON _________________________
	For use of Panchayat Samity/Gram Panchayat
	For use of Post Office
	Remarks

	Sl No
	Account Number
	Name of the Depositor
	Job Card No.
	Amount
	DLT
	Balance
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Government of West Bengal

Panchayats & Rural Development Department

Jessop Building (1st Floor)

63 Netaji Subhas Road, Kolkata 700001
No:  829 (19)/RD/NREGA/18B–01/06
(Pt II)

      
 
    

 30th January 2008

From: 
Sekhar Sengupta


Joint State Program Coordinator &

ex officio Joint Secretary to the


Government of West Bengal

To:

1) The Principal Secretary, Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council

2) The District Magistrate, and District Program Coordinator 

     
_____________________________________ district

3) The Addl Executive Officer, Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad

Sub: Payment of wages under NREGA through Post Office and Bank

Sir,


I am directed to enclose copy of DO No: M–12014/8/06–NREGA dated 21.01.2008 from Secretary, MoRD addressed to the Principal Secretary of this department on the subject noted above.


As you know, Government has always been advocating introduction of the system of payment of wages under NREGA through Banks and Post Offices to ensure transparency in the matter of payment of wages. A detailed instruction regarding opening of accounts in the post offices have been circulated in consultation with the postal authorities vide this office no. 6758(19)/RD/NREGA/18B–01/06 (Pt II) dated 07.09.2007. This issue has also been taken up at the State Level Bankers’ Committee requesting them to participate in the matter of payment of wages through banks. Some of the banks have already expressed their willingness in making payment of wages through bank accounts. In this connection, I am to invite your attention to this office no. 387/RD/NREGA/18B–01/06 dated 14.01.2008 whereunder a letter from the Chairman, West Bengal State Cooperative Bank expressing their willingness to be associated with the disbursement of the wages under NREGA was circulated. 


I am directed to request you to take steps immediately to introduce the system of payment of wages through banks and post offices in your district in consultation with the bank and postal authorities at the district level. This system has already been introduced in the entire Dakshin Dinajpur district and two blocks of Uttar Dinajpur and Bankura districts. Progress in the matter may please be sent to this department as per format enclosed with the D.O. of the Secretary, MoRD. 

Yours faithfully,

Enclo: as stated

(Sekhar Sengupta)

Government of West Bengal


Panchayats & Rural Development Department


Jessop Building (1st Floor)


63 Netaji Subhas Road, Kolkata 700001











