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No. SPRD-231(36)-09                                                                      Date :  23.02.2009
From
:
Principal Secretary to the



Government of West Bengal.

To
:
(1)
The Sabhadhipati – All Zilla Parishads / Mahakuma Parishad.



(2)
The District Magistrate – All.

Sub
:
Convergence between NREGA and PMGSY

Madam / Sir,


A large number of roads are to be constructed or upgraded to the desired standard for ensuring proper connectivity to all the habitations in the state.  At present priority is being given on providing connectivity to only those habitations with population above 1000 and all other habitations will be connected later, which will take more time.  Also, those roads which are entirely earthen or non-existent have to be taken up first as new connectivity after which the existing roads, which have moorrum or other surfaces, will be taken up later as upgradation works. 


The first part of the road construction work is the construction of earthen profile as per Geometric Design Standards of rural roads.  Most of the habitations at present are connected by roads which are neither wide enough nor have the proper sub-base and base to bear the traffic load.  All those roads, whether taken up as new connectivity or as upgradation works, are to be widened so that the carriage way becomes 3.5 meters (may be reduced to 3.0 meters in built up or otherwise difficult areas).  This part of construction of the earthen profile as per Geometric Design Standards is possible to be developed under NREGA.  This will help taking up subsequent works of construction of sub-base, base and the metal surface under PMGSY with less hassle.  Ministry of Rural Development has prepared Guidelines for such convergence, which is enclosed herewith.


The first step in this regard is to identify those roads from the Core Network.  In order to do that maps showing the Core Network of all Blocks have been prepared.  Those will be reached to the District Magistrate or the Nodal Officer of the NREGA by the Riddhi Management Services, who have been assigned with that task, within a short period.  The same may be made available to the BDO & Block Programme Officers and the task may be explained to all concerned in a meeting in which engineers of the PIU for PMGSY and the officials entrusted with implementation of NREGA should also participate.  The roads which are shown in green colour are either totally earthen or are non-existent and those are to be taken up for construction under NREGA on a priority basis.  However, there is no bar to take up the other roads shown in Core Network unless those already have proper earthen profile or have been already taken up under PMGSY or DPR of those roads have been forwarded by the PIU for obtaining approval of the GOI.  The PIU will assist the NREGA cell to identify and design the geometrical aspects of the road like width, height, side slope, curvature etc after which estimates will be prepared as per NREGA norms.  Water passages and protection works that will be required may also be identified for being taken up later unless those are so small that the same may be taken up under NREGA.  Thereafter, the roads are to be taken up under NREGA as soon as possible.  Such works will require more technical competency and, therefore, should preferably be done by the Block Office/Panchayat Samiti.  The PIU should provide assistance to the implementing agency for proper construction of the roads and compaction should be done as usual using roller.  However, machine will be used only in respect of those activities which cannot be done by unskilled labour.  


The Sabhapati and BDOs are also to be explained their responsibilities in identification of the roads and to implement the same from the Block level.  SAEs of the Block may be given an orientation in preparing plan and estimates of those road works to be taken up under NREGA.  We propose to organize, if necessary, an orientation of the SAEs and other Block Officials through ROT in due course so that all issues related to construction of such roads are properly clarified to them.  

You are requested to please communicate the list of roads selected to be taken up under NREGA as soon as possible.  It is obvious that subsequently those roads will be easier to be built to under the PMGSY and, therefore, priority will be given in taking up those roads under PMGSY in the coming years.  You are also requested to organize good roadside plantation in all PMGSY roads under NREGA, which has been communicated to you earlier also. 

We would like to discuss this issue in the ensuing Divisional level meeting and you are requested to take steps expeditiously in taking up as much roads as possible before onset of the monsoon.

                                                                                           Yours faithfully,  

                                                                                     Principal Secretary to the

                                                                                        Govt. of West Bengal.

No. SPRD-231(36)/1(21)-09               Date :  23.02.2009

Copy forwarded to:

1. Mr M.V.Rao,  Commissioner NREGA

2. Mr T.K.Majumdar, Additional CEO, WBSRDA

3. The District Nodal Officer, NREG Cell – All.

4. The Executive Engineer, ……PIU

                                                                                     Principal Secretary to the

                                                                                        Govt. of West Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL


PANCHAYAT & RURAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT


JESSOP BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR


63, N.S. ROAD, KOLKATA – 700 001.
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