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No. 3227–RD/O/NREGA/18M-09/09                                              Date :  20.05.2009

O R D E R

Some of the works related to Irrigation & Waterways Department are being taken up under the West Bengal Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (WBREGS), framed as per the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, sporadically in different districts.  In order that such works are taken up in more numbers in as many districts as possible and in a systematic manner the following modality is being prescribed in consultation with Irrigation & Waterways Department. 

The works, which are possible to be taken up under the WBREGS, will be identified by the Executive Engineer of the Irrigation & Waterways Department in consultation with the Block Development Officers, who are also the Block Programme Officers and the Gram Panchayats concerned.  The schemes will be so prepared that the entire work remains restricted within one Gram Panchayat.  The list of works as well as vetted estimates, to be prepared as per WBREGS guidelines, will be submitted to the office of the District Programme Coordinator (DPC) by the Executive Engineer.  The DPC will obtain the approval of the Zilla Parishad and if necessary, supplementary plans will be prepared for that purpose to accommodate those schemes.  In case of urgency the DPC may take up execution of works pending formal approval of the Zilla Parishad.  The DPC will communicate approval of the schemes to the Executive Engineer of the Irrigation & Waterways Department and the Block Programme Officer concerned.  The Block Programme Officer will forward copies of the list of schemes to the Gram Panchayat concerned.  Based on such approval Irrigation & Waterways will take up implementation of the scheme and prior to that they will submit proposal for release of fund to the DPC.  Fund which is expected to be actually utilized during the next two months will be released to the Executive Engineer or the Sub Divisional Officer of that department as per his advice.  Next installment of fund will be released on submission of utilization of at least 60% of the fund available at the time of earlier release of fund with the Executive Engineer or the Sub Divisional Officer as the case may be along with copies of Muster Rolls showing the details of the wage payment.  The schemes will be implemented by the sub Divisional Officers of the Irrigation & Waterways Department as per guidelines of the WBREGS.  Supervisors may be engaged at the site by the Sub Divisional Officers as per norms for taking attendance of the labourers and supervising the works.  Payment will be made as per quantum of work for which measurement will be taken by the Sub Assistant Engineers of the Irrigation & Waterways Department at least once in a week.  The Executive Engineer of the Irrigation & Waterways Department will also remain responsible for procuring materials for implementation of the schemes.  One percent of the vetted estimate of the schemes taken up for implementation will be passed on to the Executive Engineer in addition to the vetted estimate of the work to meet the contingent expenditure, which will exclude the cost of engaging supervisors.  The payment of the labourers may be made either by the Sub Divisional Officer of the Irrigation & Waterways Department directly and in that case fund will be released directly to the Executive Engineer/Sub Divisional Officer by the DPC.  Since the ability to make payment in several locations under jurisdiction of the Sub Divisional Office will be limited, as an alternative, the Block Programme Officer may also make payment of wages based on Muster Roll and Measurement Book (MB) to be received from the Sub Divisional Office concerned of the Irrigation & Waterways Department.  In that case, fund for payment of wages only will be released by the DPC to the Block Programme Officer.  In either case, the blank Muster Rolls will be issued to the Sub Divisional Officer concerned by the Block Programme Officer.  In cases where the payment will be made by the Block Programme Officer, the MBs will also be issued by that office to the Sub Divisional Officer concerned and those MBs will be returned along with the Muster Rolls for making payment of wages.  In either case the Muster Rolls will be prepared Gram Panchayat-wise and the Gram Panchayat concerned will ensure that in every site required numbers of Job Card Holders in need of employment are deputed for work at a time.  In respect of sites where more than one Gram Panchayats are in the vicinity, the work may be so distributed between the labourers of the Gram Panchayats so that there is no difficulty in preparing separate Muster Rolls for Job Card Holders of different Gram Panchayats.  The Block Development Office and the Gram Panchayat will provide all possible support for smooth implementation of the schemes.  The Gram Panchayat will be particularly responsible for deputing required numbers of Job Card holders in a regulated manner as per requirement of the officials of the Irrigation & Works Department. 


In order that works are executed smoothly there should be proper coordination between the office of the Sub Divional Officer of the Irrigation & Waterways Department and the Block Programme Officer.  One Sub Assistant Engineer from the office of the Sub Divisional Officer may be specifically earmarked for maintaining liaison with the office of the Block Programme Officer.  It should also be ensured that the progresses of such schemes are jointly monitored at Block level meeting to sort out the ground level problems.  District Magistrate and the DPC will ensure coordination at the District level and will arrange to circulate the guideline to all concerned so that as many number of schemes can be taken up from the current year following the guideline mentioned herein.

                                                                                         [ Sd /-  M. N.  Roy ]          

                                                                                     Principal Secretary to the

                                                                                        Govt. of West Bengal.

No. 3227/1(37)–RD/O/NREGA/18M-09/09         Date :  20.05.2009


Copy forwarded to :

1.
The Sabhadhipati – All Zilla Parishads / Mahakuma Parishad.

2.
The Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department, Govt. of West Bengal, Writers’ Buildings, Kolkata – 700 001.

3.
The District Magistrate – All.

                                                                                     Principal Secretary to the

                                                                                        Govt. of West Bengal

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL


PANCHAYAT & RURAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT


JESSOP BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR


63, N.S. ROAD, KOLKATA – 700 001.
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