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No.3148–P&RD/P/N/REGA/18S-14/06                                         Date :  15.05.2009

GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF HORTICULTURE UNDER NREGS


There is tremendous scope for promotion of horticulture, which has been allowed to be taken up under the NREGS, in every district.  Although horticulture schemes are being already implemented under NREGS, the same should be taken up more intensively in a planned manner as mentioned below.


The first requirement is to have one progeny orchard in every district for supplying good quality planting materials.  Development and maintenance of such orchard will require technical expertise and the Zilla Parishad may plan to develop one such orchard, if not already in existence in the district, with the technical support of the WBCADC.  In the districts of South 24 Parganas and Dakshin  Dinajpore there is no project office of the WBCADC and the Zilla Parishad concerned may consider to develop the orchard in collaboration with the Project Office nearest to the district or with the support of the KVK or the District Horticulture Officer of the district.  The area of the orchard will be of the order of ten acre.  In case no land is readily available the Zilla Parishad may plan to purchase or acquire suitable land for which fund from Untied Fund or BRGF fund or own fund may be utilized. 


The second step will be to develop some satellite nurseries preferably in every Block for multiplication of planting materials.  The area of those nurseries will be of the order of one acre and should be preferably owned by a Cluster of SHG of that area, if they are competent to take up the same, or any SHG, which has already taken up nursery as an economic activity.  If public land is available the Cluster/SHG may be allowed to utilize the same or they may be advised to take long-term lease of suitable private land.  Those nurseries also may be developed over the years by implementing several schemes under the NREGS.  It is obvious that there should be adequate supply of water and access to road in those nurseries.


The third step will be to execute horticulture schemes on identified plot of lands.  The same may be done in several ways.  The first one will be to identify individual family belonging to BPL, SC, ST, Land Reform beneficiaries and IAY beneficiaries, who are willing to take up horticulture in their own land.  Schemes are to be prepared to plant appropriate species of fruit bearing trees in their land and also to orient them on maintenance of the plants and related issues.  Floriculture may also be taken up if the investment leads to a permanent asset since fund from NREGS should be spent for creation of permanent asset only.  The same is applicable for growing of fruits also and investment is to be made only once in one plot of land.  The species to be planted is to be selected in consultation with the family owning the land.  If any member of the family belongs to any SHG and the group is capable the scheme may be implemented through that SHG.  Otherwise the Gram Panchayat or the Panchayat Samiti or even any government organization will implement the scheme.   The second one will be to identify public land lying vacant or land belonging to panchayat, public institutions like schools, colleges etc.  Every school having some land should be approached to develop a horticulture-cum-kitchen garden with the support of the NREGS on condition that after development of the garden the school will maintain the same.  In respect of other institutions also they have to give assurance for maintenance of the garden.  Fallow vested land may also be brought under horticulture with approval of the L & LR Department.  The species should be appropriately selected in consultation with the local people, owner of the garden and the soil characteristic etc.  The third category will be to distribute saplings of species, which are possible to be planted in the homestead plot.  BPL families should be distributed those plants and members of SHGs will be preferred for that purpose, which will make the distribution as well as extension support easier.  Those species, which generally require less space like papaya, banana, cocoanut, beetle nut as well as those which people prefer to plant in and around their houses, if land is available such as guava, mango, litchi, custard apple, wood apple, lemon, black berry, sapota, pine apple, jack fruit etc should be raised for distribution.  An assessment may be made of the need of the locality and the Block level nurseries may be engaged in raising saplings of those species.  Some of the fruit species like papaya, lemon, jack fruit etc may be grown from seeds, which will make it possible to replicate in large numbers within a short period.  Some of the SHGs engaged in raising nursery may be entrusted with the task of multiplication of those species and good quality seeds may be provided to those SHGs and the same may be taken up as a scheme under NREGS.  Such SHGs may be selected at the GP level, if suitable SHG is available, and properly trained to be able to raise good quality saplings.


The Zilla Parishad while approving the annual plan under NREGS will advise the Gram Panchayats and the Panchayat Samitis to give adequate emphasis on promotion of horticulture as a means of increasing livelihood opportunity of the local people and development of the local economy and will ensure that there are adequate number of schemes related to horticulture in their plans while approving the annual plan under NREGS.  In case annual plan has been already approved one supplementary plan for horticulture may be prepared as soon as possible.  The outcome of the plan should be closely monitored by the NREGS Cell of the district and reported to this end from time to time.  The Cell may take assistance of the WBCADC, District Horticulture Officer, KVKs and other available experts in properly implementing and monitoring the plan.  In case necessary the schemes may be suitably dovetailed with plans for BRGF, Untied Fund etc. along with the activities of the National Horticulture Mission to the extent possible for giving a boost to horticulture and generation of employment through related activities.

                                                                                              ( M.N.Roy )

                                                                                     Principal Secretary to the

                                                                                        Govt. of West Bengal.
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Copy forwarded to :

1.
The Sabhadhipati, All
Zilla Parishads / Mahakuma Parishad.

2.
The District Magistrate – All.

3.
The Additional District Magistrate (NREGA) – All.

4.
The District Nodal Officer (NREGA) – All.

5.
The Sub Divisional Officer – All.

                                                                                     Principal Secretary to the

                                                                                        Govt. of West Bengal.                                                                                     
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