Government of West Bengal
Department of Panchayats & Rural Development

63, N.S. Road, Jessop Building, Kolkata – 700 001.

Memo No,3879/ PN/P/II/3F-9/2008
                                   
                              Date : 01.09.09
O R D E R
Consequent upon the instruction of the Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India on use of software for all the pension schemes under National Social Assistance Programme ( NSAP) i.e. Indira Gandhi National Old Age Scheme (IGNOAPS), Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme (IGNWPS), and Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme (IGNDPS) and online monitoring of the same and also taking into consideration of the availability of net connection and competent computer knowing staff available at Gram Panchayat Level, following changes and steps have been incorporated in the existing guidelines/policies of all the schemes under NSAP :-

1.
Change of Disbursing Authority: At present Gram Panchayats are the sanctioning as well as disbursing authority related to Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension(IGNOAPS) scheme and Panchayat   Samities are the sanctioning authority for the Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme (IGNWPS) and Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme (IGNDPS). 

For speedy disbursement of pension to the beneficiaries covered under all the pension schemes under NSAP i.e.  Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme( IGNOAPS), Indira Gandhi Widow National Scheme ( IGNWPS) and Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme (IGNDPS) through their bank accounts/post office accounts and also for effective use of the soft ware prepared by the Govt. of India and online reporting of the up to date disbursement  report,  henceforth Panchayat Samitis will be the Disbursing Authorities in respect of all the aforesaid pension schemes under NSAP. 
2.
Use of Existing Bank Account related to National Family Benefit Scheme (NFBS) by the Panchayat Samitis for all schemes under NSAP :  As per Notification No.1406-PN/O/II/3B-5/20005 dt. 24.03.2009, all Panchayat Samitis were asked to maintain a bank account in a Nationalised Bank for keeping funds for NFBS programme and they were requested to issue cheques to the beneficiaries as and when required from the said account. 


All Panchayat Samitis are now requested to use the said Bank Account for all the aforesaid pension schemes under NSAP i.e. Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme ( IGNOAPS) , Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme (IGNWPS) and Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme (IGNDPS) also. From now on District Panchayats & Rural Development Officers would transfer fund related to all the four schemes under NSAP (i.e all the aforesaid pension schemes and NFBS) to the said Bank Account of the Panchayat Samitis through e-Fund Transfer Mechanism and on receipt of the fund Panchayat Samitis will release pension to the beneficiaries through their bank/post office accounts through e-Fund Transfer mechanism at their end. 
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3. 
Intermediate use of New Software (SEBA) prepared by the Panchayat & Rural Development Department :  Since no district is in a position to  use the software prepared by Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India, all the districts will start using the new  software prepared by this Deptt. for the time being. The said soft ware will be able to fetch the information related to beneficiaries of respective NSAP schemes from RHS Data Base. The soft ware will be able to generate bank advice, Gram Panchayat-wise list of beneficiaries etc. which will be required by the Executive Officers of Panchayat Samitis.  Bank advice will be generated separately for separate banks as per opening bank accounts by the beneficiaries. Similarly, post office account-wise advice will also be generated.  
The software will generate Gram Panchayat-wise list of beneficiaries which will be of two types i.e. (i) a list of beneficiaries who have either bank accounts or post office accounts and (ii) a list of beneficiaries who do not have any bank accounts or post office accounts. Disbursement of pension to the beneficiaries under list (i) will be taken up by the Panchayat Samitis concerned immediately on receipt of the fund and update the disbursement status in the data base. In case of list (ii) Panchayat Samity shall handover the list (which will be used as muster rolls) to the concerned Gram Panchayats along with the requisite money as an advance, and the latter will disburse the pension in cash to the beneficiaries (only related to IGNOAPS) and return the list to the concerned Panchayat Samitis along with a statement on adjustment. Panchayat Samitis shall update the disbursement position in the data base on receipt of the muster roll from the Gram Panchayat. Special Permission to disburse the pension in cash is being accorded in order to square up the pension accounts lying with the Gram Panchayats.
4.
Incorporation of data related to bank/post office accounts of the beneficiaries : So far legacy data of 5.5 lakh beneficiaries of IGNOAPS under ten districts have been sent to the Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India and they have uploaded the same to their web site. But in respect of all the aforesaid beneficiaries, mode of the disbursement was shown as cash since most of the districts have not mentioned the particulars of bank accounts/ post office accounts of the beneficiaries. Executive Officers of the respective Panchayat Samities will take up the matter with the Branch Managers of the Nationalised Banks / Post Office Authorities operating in the respective Gram Panchayats for opening of Bank Account and fix up a target date for completion of opening of Bank Account/ Post Office Account as the case may be.

All the districts are now requested to incorporate the details of bank accounts/post office accounts of the beneficiaries in the soft ware as stated above so that bank advice/post office related advice may be generated by the software. Subsequently, these particulars have to be incorporated in the legacy data of the beneficiaries. 


This order will take immediate effect.







                                               (M. N. Roy) 

                                                 Principal Secretary,

                                                Panchayat & Rural Development Department,
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Memo No,3879/1(9) PN/P/II/3F-9/2008

                                                                         Date : 01.09.09

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to the:
1. Sabhadhipati……………………………………………………..(All).
2. Commissioner, Panchayats & Rural Development, West Bengal, 11A, K.S. Roy Road, Kol-1.

3. District Magistrate,______________________________________ (All)

4. Executive Officer, __________________________________________Zilla Parishad (All)

5. Addl. Executive Officer, _____________________________, Mahakuma Parishad (All)
6. District Panchayat & Rural Development Officer,_________________________ (All)

7. Sub-Divisional Officer, _____________________________________ (All)

8. Block Development Officer and Ex-officio Executive Officer, _________________Panchayat   
Samity(All)

9. Director, SIPRD, Kalyani, Nadia for information.
  (M. N. Roy) 

Principal Secretary,

    Panchayat & Rural Development Department,

Govt. of West Bengal

