Government of West Bengal

Panchayats and Rural Development Department

Jessop Building, 63 Netaji Subhash Road, 1st Floor, Kolkata-700 001

No. 6237(32) -RD/CCA/W/1C-2/2006



                              Dated: 22.8.2008

From:- Dr. M.N.Roy


Principal Secretary to the Government of West Bengal

To:-
The Sabhadhipati, Paschim Medinipur/ Murshidabad/Bankura/Malda/Birbhum/Purulia/Dakshin Dinajpur/Uttar Dinajpur/Jalpaiguri Zilla Parishad/ Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad

The District Magistrate & Executive Officer, Zilla Parishad, Paschim Medinipur/ Murshidabad/Bankura/ Malda  /Birbhum/Purulia/DakshinDinajpur/Uttar Dinajpur/Jalpaiguri/The District Magistrate, Darjeeling & Executive Officer, Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad

Administrative Secretary, West Bengal Comprehensive Area Development Corporation

SRD, Programme Co-ordinator, SRD Cell, WBSRDA

Project Director, DRDC, The District Magistrate & Executive Officer, Zilla Parishad, Paschim Medinipur/Murshidabad/Bankura/Malda/Birbhum/Purulia/DakshinDinajpur/Uttar Dinajpur/Jalpaiguri/Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad



Sub: Development Initiatives in the identified backward villages

Sir/Madam,


I am to say that the revised arrangement for better utilization of the fund earmarked for the development initiatives in the identified backward villages in the state was under the consideration of the government for sometime past. After due consideration, it has been decided that more agencies will be associated for implementing projects in the identified backward villages for speedier utilization of the fund earmarked for the purpose and the fund will be invested in the districts where the no. of identified backward villages is more than 5% of the total no. of villages in the district concerned, while the other districts will give more focused attention to the development of the backward villages out of fund available from various sources.

Some activities related to agricultural development in the backward villages will be taken up with the support of WBCADC and the livelihood support programme may also be taken up by the SRD Cell of WBSRDA which has a specialized team for livelihood development. Moreover, the SHGs being formed in those villages need specific support through livelihood and infrastructure related initiatives which may be channelized through the DRDCs. Development of education (for SSK & MSK) which does not get adequate fund may also be given priority. Accordingly, the fund will be broadly utilized for the following purposes :- a) 10% for skill upgrdation b) 40% for agriculture and allied activities  c) 20% for providing support to the SHGs d) remaining 30% may be utilized for other purposes. However, this distribution is notional and may be changed if need arises.

Training activities will be co-ordinated at the state level as far as possible and professional organizations like Dr. Reddy’s Foundation and also the Technical Education Directorate will be involved in the matter. 


A tentative district-wise allocation based on the same indicators as was done previously is enclosed. Zilla Parishads may also send schemes for an amount equivalent to 30% of the allocation of the districts while WBCADC and DRDCs will start sending schemes based on the sectoral allocation of the districts with due priorization of schemes. A of the format is enclosed.


I shall now request you kindly to take necessary steps for utilization of the fund earmarked for the development of identified backward villages in your district.

Encl: As stated





Yours faithfully,









     (M.N.Roy)









Principal Secretary
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