GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

DIRECTORATE OF PANCHAYATS & RURAL DEVELOPMENT

PANCHAYAT BHAVAN, 11A, KIRAN SANKAR ROY ROAD

KOLKATA – 700 001

Memo No.1512/II/DP/1E-4/04



 Dated 26th May 2005

From :  The Commissioner 

 Panchayats & R.D.

 West Bengal

To     :  The District Magistrate


 ......................................................


Sub : Member elected in P.R. Bodies in casual vacancies through



Bye-Election – Oath taking before notification. 





-----------------

Sir


In the  case of reconstitution of a Panchayat  following General Elections it is required under Law that oath taking of the elected members should take place only after notification constituting the new body is published in the gazette. A question is being raised as to whether such notification in the gazette is a pre-condition for taking oath for the members elected through the Bye-election held recently. 

 In drawing your attention to No. 1533-PN/O/I/1E-47/93(Part-VIII) dated 26.6.1995 of the Department (Compendium Vol. III, Page 19), it is to intimate that in case of Bye-election to fill up casual vacancies notification in the gazette is not a pre-condition for taking oath and  such elected members may immediately make and subscribe an oath of affirmation before a competent authority U/S 197 of the West Bengal Panchayat Act 1973 and start functioning as a member. 

Kindly communicate to all concerned  for necessary action. 

   Yours faithfully, 






      Commissioner 
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