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Government of West Bengal

Department of Panchayats & R.D.

Panchayat Wing, Jessop Building

63, Netaji Subhas Road, Kolkata-1

No.2518/PN/A&AC/V/3A-52/05                                         Dated: 23.3.2006

O R D E R

The Government in Panchayats & Rural Development Department for sometime past has been considering the imperative need for streamlining and strengthening the present accounting system, an in-depth study of the structure and monitoring arrangements of the accounting and auditing system of the Panchayati Raj Institutions was conducted by the Department of Panchayat & Rural Development and Finance (Internal Audit) Department. The Principal Secretary Finance(IA) Department has been given a report to Government with the aim for improving the existing system.


The Government have examined the matter in detail and in exercise of power conferred by section 212 of the West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1973 (West Bengal Act XLI of 1973), the Governor is pleased hereby to issue the following instructions in partial modification of all previous orders issued from time to time.

1. The existing system of maintenance of accounts manually by the Zilla Parishads and Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad should be discontinued by adoption of Integrated Fund Monitoring System (I.F.M.S) software in its present version or any subsequent version as may be released by this Department from time to time, following the Double Entry System of Book-keeping from 1st October, 2006 positively.

2. On the basis of identified gaps and needs, the Governor has further been pleased to authorize the Zilla Parishads/Mahakuma Parishad to outsource personnel/Institutions for entering the relevant data in their computer from 30th June, 2006 till 30th September, 2006 on contractual basis after observing all formalities and financial norms. The system should be tried out during this period to ensure that all information are being currently processed and all important registers/reports can be generated from the Computer.

3. The functional control of the system will be with the Financial Controller and Chief Accounts Officer of the Zilla Parishad wherever the post has been filled up as the Drawing and Disbursing Officer of the concerned Zilla Parishad.

4. It may be mentioned that no separate allotment shall be given to the Zilla Parishads to outsource/personnel/Institutions. The Zilla Parishad shall spend the amount out of available resources including Twelve Finance Commission grant, which has a component of expenditure for proper maintenance of accounts or out of its own fund.

5. At the end of each day when recording of all the transactions shall be completed, the verifier, the Financial Controller and Chief Accounts Officer of the Zilla Parishad/Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad wherever the post has been filled up as Drawing and Disbursing Officer of the concerned Zilla Parishad/Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad or such other officer authorized by the Executive Officer of the Zilla Parishad/siliguri Mahakuma parishad as per provision of section 179(5) of the West Bengal Panchayat Act 1973 (as amended) read with the G.O. No.270/PN/N/O/I/2A-1/2005 dated 24.01.2006 of the Panchayat & Rural Development Department shall log in to the system and verify all receipts and payments. After verification of all transactions occurring on the day, the verified cash Book in Form-9 shall be printed. The authorized officer shall then proceed to authenticate the Cash Book manually and the print-outs shall be preserved in bounded volume. At the end of each month a continuous serial number shall be inserted manually on each page of the Cash Book on the top right hand corner and a page certificate for the whole month shall be given on the top page of the Cash Book.

6. Similarly at the end of each month, the subsidiary Cash Book, General Ledger and monthly receipt and payment account shall be printed and verified and maintained in bounded volume.

7. The computerization cell of this Department shall ensure to install all hardwares and softwares for the system in all Zilla Parishads by 31st May, 2006. A separate software may also be evolved to ensure effective on line monitoring system at the Department.

8. The computerization cell may also make provisions for generating all registers and reports which are currently not incorporated in the IFMS through the software package so that forms prescribed in the Accounts Rule excepting those that require separate inputs such as those related to Assets etc can be generated through the computerized system. The list of such additional reports/register will be worked out in consultation with Audit & Accounts Cell of this Department.

9. The Audit & Accounts Cell of this Department will monitor closely the implementation through obtaining of periodic reports as well as frequent field visits.

                                                           By order of the Governor,

                                                                   Sd/- M.N. Roy

                                            Principal Secretary to the Govt. of West Bengal. 

No.2518/1(500)/PN/A&AC/V/3A-52/05                                Dated: 23.3.2006

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to:

1. The Commissioner & Ex-Officio Principal Secretary to the Government of

    West Bengal, Finance(Internal Audit) Department.

2. The Commissioner, West Bengal, Panchayat & Rural Development 

    Department.

3. Sri R.K. Maiti, Joint Secretary, Panchayat & Rural Development Deptt.

4. The Examiner of Local Accounts, West Bengal.

5. The District Magistrate & Executive Officer,_______________________

    Zilla Parishad/Mahakuma Parishad.(All)

6. The Additional Executive Officer,______________________________

    Zilla Parishad/Mahakuma Parishad. (All).

7. The Senior Accounts Officer, Department of Panchayat & Rural 

    Development.

8. The Financial Controller & Chief Accounts Officer,_____________________

    Zilla Parishad/Mahakuma Parishad. (All).

9. Audit & Accounts Cell of this Department.

                                                                           (D. Ghosh)

                                                  Joint Secretary to the Govt. of West Bengal

