Government of West Bengal

Panchayats & Rural Development Department

Jessop Building, 63, N.S.Road, 1st Floor Kolkata – 700 001

Memo.No. 3116 / PN /O / II / 3B – 5 /2005                                                                     Dated the 17th May, 2006

N  O  T  I  F  I  C  A  T  I  O  N

Subject: Faster mode of fund flow from the State Government to the DGHC and the PRIs through SBI

      For some time past, the matter of reducing the time gap between release of fund for implementation of various poverty alleviation programmes as well as fund related to various grants to the PRIs by the State Government, and actual credit of the fund in the accounts of the Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRI) and of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC), has been under consideration of the State Government in this Department.

         Now, the Governor is pleased to accord approval to the following mode of transfer of fund from the State Government, as stated hereinunder, to the PRIs and the DGHC, wherever applicable, and also from the PRIs of the higher tier to the PRIs at the lower tier:

1. Fund under the following Programmes will be transferred in the new mode:

(a) Indira Awas Yojna (IAY): From State-level to the DGHC and Zilla Parishads/Mahakuma Parishad and therefrom, to the Gram Panchayats.

(b) Sampoorna Gramin Rozgar Yojna (SGRY): From the State-level to the DGHC and Zilla Parishads/Mahakuma Parishads and therefrom, to the Panchayat Samitis and Gram Panchayats.

(c) State Govt. Grants to PRIs (LBG): From the State-level to all the PRIs.

(d) 2nd State Finance Commission Grants(2SFC): From the State-level to the DGHC and all the PRIs.

(e) 12th Finance Commission Grants(TwFC): From the State-level to the DGHC and all the PRIs.

(f) Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojna (SGSY): From the State-level to the DGHC, the Zilla Parishads /Mahakuma Parishad and therefrom, to the Panchayat Samitis and the Gram Panchayats, where necessary.

(g) Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC): From the State-level to the DGHC and the Zilla Parishads /Mahakuma Parishad, and therefrom, to the Panchayat Samitis, where necessary.

(h) National Old AgePension Scheme (NOAPS): From the State-level directly to the Gram Panchayats, or through the the DGHC and the Zilla Parishads /Mahakuma Parishad.

(i) National Family Bnefit Scheme (NFBS): From the State-level to the DGHC and the Zilla Parishads /Mahakuma Parishad and therefrom, to the Panchayat Samitis.

2.  All the Zilla Parishads, Mahakuma Parishad, DGHC, Panchayat Samitis and Gram Panchayats will open a savings bank account with the nearest State Bank of India branch, which will be used as the Fund Transfer Account of the DGHC, or of the particular PRI. The Gram Panchayats will furnish the new account no. to the respective Panchayat Samiti and to the Zilla Parishad / Mahakuma Parishad / DHGC. The Panchayat Samitis will furnish the new account no. to the respective Zilla Parishad / Mahakuma Parishad  and also to the respective DRD Cell thereof. The Zilla Parishads, the DGHC and the Mahakuma Parishad will furnish the new account no. to the Director of P&RD. This process of opening new FT Account and furnishing information to higher bodies should be completed within 15th June, 2006.

3. At the State-level also, the Director of Panchayats & Rural Development (DPRD) will open a savings bank account with the SBI, Kolkata Main Branch, which will be used as the Fund Transfer Account of the State-level. The Drawing or Disbursing Officer (DDO) of the Directorate of Panchayats & Rural Development, will draw fund of the aforesaid Programmes, as mentioned in Para 1 above, from the Pay & Accounts Office in Kolkata by separate Grant-in-Aid Bills (Form TR-48) under appropriate head of account, from time to time, on the basis of allotments released by this Department, and credit the amounts in the Fund Transfer Account of the DPRD. Fund can be transferred from this account but cannot be withdrawn by the DDO of the DPRD, without prior permission of this Department. 

4. Immediately after a certain amount under any of the aforesaid Programmes is credited in the FT Account at the State-level, the DDO of the DPRD, or any designated officer of this Department in respect of any particular programme, will issue an Advice to the SBI Kolkata Main Branch, for transfer of the respective shares of fund of the DGHC and different PRIs, to their respective Fund Transfer Accounts, held in different SBI branches. The State Bank of India, Kolkata Main Branch, at their earliest opportunity, will comply with the Advice, through the said Bank’s own electronic network, or otherwise. 

5. In case of certain programmes, like NOAPS and NFBS under NSAP, Grants recommended by the Central / State Finance Commission, where respective shares of the Gram Panchayats and Panchayat Samitis can be pre-determined, shares of the Panchayat Samitis may directly be transferred from the State-level to the FT Accounts of Panchayat Samitis, without routing through the Zilla Parishad / Mahakuma Parishad, or the DGHC; and shares of the Gram Panchayats, may directly be transferred from the State-level, or from the Zilla Parishad/ Mahakuma Parishad, to the FT Accounts of the Gram Panchayats without routing through the Panchayat Samiti.

6. In respect of all programmes, where respective shares of the Panchayat Samitis and Gram Panchayats cannot be pre-determined, the entire amount will be transferred from the State-level to the FT Accounts of the DGHC, the Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad, and the respective Zilla Parishads. In such cases, the  Zilla Parishad, or the Mahakuma Parishad, or the DGHC, as the case may be, at the earliest opportunity after actual credit of fund in its FT Account, will send an Advice to the concerned SBI bank branch, to remit specific amounts of fund (PS share and /or GP share) to the respective Fund Transfer Accounts of different Panchayat Samitis, and/or Gram Panchayats, retaining its own share. In all cases, the SBI Branch, holding such FT Account of Zilla Parishad/ Mahakuma Parishad/ DGHC, will comply with such Remittance Advice at their earliest opportunity. 

7. Wherever possible, instead of sending Remittance Advice to the SBI Branch, the DPRD, or the designated Disbursing Officer of this Department, or the Zilla Parishad, or the Mahakuma Parishad, or the DGHC, as the case may be, should use Internet facility to transfer fund directly to the FT Accounts of the PRIs, which will have their FT Accounts in Internet-enabled SBI Branches. 

8. The FT Account no.s of the DGHC, the Zilla Parishadsand the  Mahakuma Parishad should be intimated to the Government of India also, so that the Central Share of fund of the relevant programmes are credited in those FT Accounts only. If, in the meantime, Central Share of fund under any Central Sector / Centrally Sponsored Scheme, is received directly from the Government of India in the respective designated bank accounts (in other than FT account) of the Darjeeling Council Rural Development Cell of the DGHC, or of the Mahakuma Rural Development Cell (MRDC) of the Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad, or of the District Rural Development Cell (DRDC) of the Zilla Parishad, such Cell of the DGHC, or of the Mahakuma Parishad, or of the Zilla Parishad, as the case may be, will transfer fund, whenever necessary, to the FT Accounts of the Panchayat Samitis and the Gram Panchayats, held in SBI branches, either by Advice to its Bank Branch, or by banker’s cheques, or by means of account payee cheques.

9. For making fund transfers in respect of various programmes, or Grant entitlements, the district-level officer concerned with the particular programme (s) may be designated as the officer authorised to make such fund transfer, by the District Magistrate & ex officio Executive Officer of the Zilla Parishad/Mahakuma Parishad, or by the DGHC. The same should be done keeping in mind any possible delay and clear accountability.

10. In all cases, irrespective of whether fund is being remitted by the State Government, or by the DGHC, or Zilla Parishad, or Mahakuma Parishad, to the Panchayat Samitis and / or to the Gram Panchayats, the PRIs of the intermediate level should be informed, so that they may also inform the recepient PRIs of the next tier, immediately below, by the fastest mode of communication, about such remittance of fund, and may also monitor expenditure subsequently. The SBI authorities are also being requested to instruct all the concerned bank branches to inform their client PRIs instantly about every new amount to be credited in the respective Fund Transfer Account (s). All the fund recepient institutions, including the Gram Panchayats, may also be informed directly through Website, e-mail or even over telephone, to be immediately followed by a written communication showing details of fund transferred to various units of PRIs. All releases by this Department /DPRD will be notified in the Website of this Department -www.wbprd.nic.in - which must be browsed regularly by the PRI officials for obtaining such information. 

11. This Fund Transfer Account will be used for receiving fund only. As soon as the DGHC, or a PRI will receive any amount as its own share, under any of the aforesaid Programme, in its Fund Transfer Account, it should withdraw such amount and deposit the same in its designated bank account for the particular programme, or to its Local Fund Account in the Treasury, as may be required by the programme / scheme guidelines. If the designated Bank Account of the programme is held in the S.B.I. Branch, or if the fund is to be withdrawn and deposited in the LF Account in the Treasury, an Advice of transfer from FT Account will serve the purpose. Otherwise, such internal transfers may be done by drawing cheque upon the FT Account with the SBI branch, or by means of a Banker’s cheque / bank draft from the said SBI branch. 

12. Since only one Fund Transfer Account will be maintained by each PRI and the DGHC for handling fund for different programmes, the designated officials of the PRI and the DGHC, authorised to operate such FT Account, should maintain appropriate ledgers, so that balance of fund, if any, in the FT Account can be clearly segregated programme-wise for future use.

      This notification issues with the concurrance of Finance Department U/O No.217 Gr ‘T’, dt.8.5.2006.  






                By Order of the Governor,

                                                                                                  M. N. Roy






                          Principal Secretary 

                                                                         to the Government of West Bengal

Memo.No. 3116 / 1 (4100) / PN /O / II / 3B – 5 /2005                                                     Dated the 17th May, 2006

Copy forwarded for informations and necessary action to :

1) The Principal Accountant General(Audit), 2, Govt. Place, Treasury Buildings, Kolkata 

2) The Accountant General (Examiner of Local Accounts) W.B., CGO Complex, 3rd MSO Building, 5th Floor, DF Block, Salt Lake, Kolkata

3) The Finance (Audit) Department, Group ‘G’/’T’/’N’

4) The Finance (Internal Audit) Department

5) The Director of Treasuries & Accounts, New India Assurance Buildings,……. , Kolkata- 700 001

6) The Director of Panchayats & Rural Development, Panchayat Bhavan, 

             11, Kiran Shankar Roy Road, Kolkata – 700 001

7) The District Magistrate, …………………………….. District (all).

8) The Additional Executive Officer……………………. Zilla Parishad (all).

9) The Project Director, DCRDC, DGHC / MRDC, Siliguri Mahakuma Paridhad.

10) The Project Director, DRDC, ……………………Zilla Parishad (all)

11) The District Panchayats & RD Officer,…………………….. District (all). 

Adequate number of copies of this Notification for all the Panchayat Samitis and Gram Panchayats are being sent to him with request to cause service upon all the PRIs.

12) The BDO & ex officio Executive Officer ………………………Panchayat Samiti (all)

13) The Pradhan …………………………………. Gram Panchayat (all)

14) TheTreasury Officer, …………………………….. Treasury (all).

15) The Regional Manager, State Bank of India, Eastern Region.

16) The General Manager, State Bank of India, Kolkata Main Branch.

             1, Strand Road, Kolkata – 700 001

17) All Cells of this Department

18) Guard File of this Department

                                                                                                                      ( Rupen Chowdhury)

  OSD & ex officio Deputy Secretary

  to the Government of West Bengal.
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