Government of West Bengal

Department of Panchayat & Rural Development

Jessop Building (1st Floor)

63, N.S. Road,

Kolkata – 700 001.

No. 3689(37)-RD/PAC(SGRY)/17S-4/04 (Pt)                             Dated the 17th June, 2005.

From : Dr. M.N. Roy,

Secretary to the

Government of West Bengal.

To     :
1) The Sabhadhipati 


     _____________________________________Zilla Parishad;


2) The Principal Secretary ,


    Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council


3) The Additional Executive Officer, 


     ______________________________Zilla Parishad/Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad.


Sub : Utilisation of 22.5% of the resources allocated to 

                      the Gram Panchayats ---------- instruction thereof.

Sir,

As per guidelines of the SGRY 22.5% of the fund allocated to the Gram Panchayats should be spent for the benefit of individual families belonging to Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes.  Several queries have been raised as to what type of activities should be supported out of such component and the Panchayat & Rural Development department has been considering issuing suitable guideline for that purpose for sometimes. 


The State has decided in the meantime that all the poor should be organized in Self Help Groups (SHGs) and those SHGs should be so empowered that they can participate more effectively in all the programmes for their economic and social development.  Considering that around 80% of the members of the SHGs are women and they are generally less benefited by the wage employment programmes because of lower level of participation by them in arduous outdoor works offered in employment generation programmes it is necessary to give them scope to utilize their labour in activities such as animal husbandry, forestry, horticulture, pisciculture, sericulture, epiculture, making vermi-compost, lac development etc, which are usually undertaken by them.  Also, there are families in which there are no persons who can take up outdoor wage employment programmes due to their disability, old age etc.  They also need assistance for income generation through those activities mentioned before, which they may possibly undertake and such persons are also being organized in SHGs. 


In view of the above it has been decided, which was communicated by this office Memo No.3241-(36)RD-SGRY/ 1S-2/2002 dated 31.05.2004 and  No.3406 (18) RD(SGRY)/1S-2/2002 Dt. 07.06.2004   that the 22.5 % fund earmarked for the benefit of individual families belonging to Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes should be distributed generally to members of SHGs.  Such SHGs should preferably pass grade- I or if no such groups are available, SHGs who have opened bank accounts and have been formed by SC and ST persons may be extended such benefits.  Those SHGs who have been credit linked for taking up some economic activities may not be covered for such assistance.  All the activities mentioned above are permitted to be taken up with such assistance excepting that large animal like cows, buffaloes etc should not be distributed under this programme. Thus, distributions of small animals like goats, pigs and poultry birds to the SHGs in such numbers should be taken up so that each member can get a few small animals or at least ten poultry birds for rearing.  SC and ST SHGs owning tanks or who have been given lease of tanks by the Panchayats or private persons may be assisted with fingerlings for pisciculture.  Similar assistance may also be given for growing nurseries, progeny orchards and raising plantations in land under possession of the SHGs. It may be mentioned that vide memo no. 476-L.Ref. dated 19.06.1987 of the L&LR Deptt., Land   assigned  to Panchayat Samities may be used for social forestry and, therefore,  the SHGs may be permitted to raise plantations on such land for the benefit of the SHGs.  In all such cases the inputs like small animals, poultry birds, fingerlings, and saplings are to be purchased from government farms, government agencies like CADC or with the involvement of the officials of the department concerned.  Assistance of the said nature may be given to individual families, who are not members of SHGs only if no such SHGs exist within the Gram Panchayat.  The Gram Panchayats are to call meetings of the SHGs formed within respective areas and consult them to know the type of assistance required for augmenting their income and if any cluster of SHGs have been formed within the Gram Panchayat they may be given the opportunity to assist the Gram Panchayat in this regard.  SHGs formed through programmes other than SGSY may also be covered provided those have been formed by members from very poor families as per objective assessment of the Gram Panchayats irrespective of whether their names are in the BPL list.  Proper implementation of the programme as per the said guideline will require large number of inputs related to small animal and bird rearing, forestry, horticulture, pisciculture etc.  Availability of the same may be assessed and suitable steps may be taken for developing adequate capacities in the district for meeting the demand. 


Other types of assistance like purchasing pump-sets, rickshaw vans, or giving assistance for purposes like repair of houses, which does not lead to any income generation is strictly prohibited.  If any Gram Panchayat is found not to observe the said guidelines this component may be disbursed from the higher tiers in future. 


This guideline will be applicable from the current year’s allotment, first instalment of which has been already released.  All concerned are, therefore, requested to take appropriate measures immediately.

Secretary

C2: amar/3689 guidelines of the SGRY 22.5%
