GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

DEPARTMENT OF PANCHAYATS & RURAL DEVELOPMENT

JESSOP BUILDING (IST FLOOR) 63, N. S. ROAD

KOLKATA – 700 001

Memo No. 4744 /PN/O/I/1A-1/04(Pt-II)                                              Date: 26.11.2008 

From:
The Joint Secretary to the 

Govt. of West Bengal

To:      The District Panchayat &

            Rural Development Officer

            ………………………………..District

       Sub: Clarification to various queries made for the purpose of constitution of Gram

               Unnayan Samiti at the Gram Sansad level

            In reference to Memo No.1362/P&RD dated 03.10.2008 of DPRDO, Bankura,  No.2040/PRD/XXIII-15/08 dated 01.10.2008 of DPRDO, Purba Medinipur, No. 1774/DPRD dated 18.09.2008 from DPRDO,Dakshin Dinajpur, No.1582/1(3) dated 08.09.2008 from BDO, Sahid Matangini Block, Purba Medinipur, No.1576/PRD dated 01.10.2008 from DPRDO, (S) 24 Parganas, No.1855 dated 26.09.2008 from SDO, Gangarampur, the undersigned is directed to clarify the queries received from different districts for the purpose of constitution of Gram Unnayan Samiti at the Gram Sansad level.

	Queries
	Replies

	1. In a Gram Panchayat out of 8 seats, 4(four) seats have gone in favour of  party X and the rest 4 (four) seats belong  to another party (Party-Y). The Pradhan reserved for ST Women has been elected from the first party and the Upa-Pradhan has been elected from another party. Which party will be considered as the party-in- opposition ? 
	     In the instant case, Prodhan has been elected from Party  X and Upa-Prodhan has been elected from Party- Y.

      In case of  Gram Panchayat, leader of the opposition is a member of  Artha O Parikalpana Upa-Samiti. There is no provision for selecting a member-in-opposition in any other Upa-Samiti .

     Since, there is no other member  elected from any other party and both the parties ( X and  Y) have representation in Artha O Parikalpana Upa-Samiti, (Prodhan and Upta-Pradhan being members of Artha O Parikalpana Upa-samiti) no member shall be included as leader of the opposition in Artha O Parikalpana Upa Samiti



	2. Whether any ordinary member of a Samabaya Krishi Unnayan Samiti or the member of Board of Directors of the said Samabaya Krishi Unnayan Samiti may be considered as an eligible member of  Gram Unnayan Samiti.
	A member of Samabaya Krishi Unnayan Samiti or a member of Board of  Directors of the aforesaid Samiti may be considered for election of Gram Unnayan Samiti, if he is a voter or member of that Gram Sansad.

	3.(i) What is specific role and power of Sabhapati of the Gram Unnayan Samiti in the formation meeting ?
	  Sabhapati of Gram Unnayan Samiti has no specific role in the formation meeting. Extra ordinary meeting for constitution of a Gram Unnayan Samiti will be presided  over by the Prodhan. In  his absence it will be presided over by the Upa-Pradhan, in absence of the both, the elected member of that Gram Sansad will preside over .  In case of two seated Gram Sansad, the member senior in age will preside over. After constitution of the Gram Unnayan Samiti, the elected member of the Gram  Panchayat from the concerned Gram Sansad shall be declared  Savapati of Gram Unnayan Samiti and he shall immediately announce to all members elected to Gram Unnayan Samiti the date, time and venue of first meetings of Gram Unnayan Samiti . If the Sabhapati of Gram Unnayan Samiti does not call first meeting of  the Gram Unnayan Samiti even within 30(thirty) days from the date of constitution of Gram Panchayat, the Prodhan of Gram Panchayat shall convene first meetings of GUS within 15 days by giving a notice for 7 days.

	(i) 
	What action can be taken in case of any untoward incident and chaos, if the newly selected Sabhapati holds up the meeting and flees during  formation of Gram Unnayan Samiti ?
	If the situation so arises, another member present in the meeting may be requested to preside over the meeting and the meeting can be carried on for completion of election procedure . 

	( iii) If the Sabhapati adjourned the meeting even after the quorum is formed and the Presiding Officer carries out the election process and forms the Gram Unnayan Samiti whether that Gram Unnayan Samiti shall be approved or not.
	Once quorum is formed, the meeting cannot be adjourned and Gram Unnayan Samiti constituted through election process conducted by the Presiding Officer shall be valid. 

	4.  In reserve category seats, who will be the voters ? Only members of this category or all the valid voters of Gram Sansad ? 
	All the voters of Gram Sansads will do the selection process for reserved category seats.

	5. The meetings for the formation of the Gram Unnayan Samiti were held without ensuring quorum or signature/ LTIs of the participants in the meeting. In some cases objection was raised by a group of participants for not maintaining impartiality and that complaint was established through the observations of  BDO’s representative, or for mismanagement or failure to manage the process of voting by raising hands in case of a contest for a particular member of the GUS. What will be the course of action in these cases ?  
	In case of technical defects for conducting the election process such as, ensuring quorum prior to holding election or taking signature/ LTI of all participants prior to voting,   the meeting may be adjourned and adjourned meeting will be held after 7 (seven) days. But in case of conducting the meeting in partition manner or mismanagement or failure in conducting the contest the meeting will be cancelled and fresh meeting will be convened as soon as possible. 
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