Computerisation in Panchayati Raj Institutions in West Bengal

1) Gram Panchayat Management System ( GPMS)

  BilkandaII Gram Panchayat of Barrackpur II Panchayat Samiti in North 24 Parganas district has on its own initiative developed a computerized Gram Panchayat Management System including features such as Annual Plan, Birth and Death Registration and issue of such certificates, Programme Management, Generation of scheme-wise performance report and above all the Accounting system which includes generation of GP Cash Book, Subsidiary Cash Book, General Ledger, Bank Pass Book for each Scheme, Utilisation and Completion Certificates etc. 

    They are also simultaneously applying this system with live data of the GP and results are very encouraging. In view of the experiment of Bilkanda II GP the P&RD Dept has a plan to replicate this application package in other GPs after some standardization and customization and to begin with it would like to work out a pilot project in 5 districts namely- North 24 Pgs, West Midnapore, East Midnapore,  Burdwan, Hooghly in the first phase. Simultaneously the required soft wares would be developed in the local language for meeting the specific needs of actual end users at the GP level. 

  National Informatics Centre of Govt of India , West Bengal State unit has extended their expertise in standardization, customization, training of users, replication .

       It is expected that the fund required will be met out of Eleventh Finance Commission award to PRIs and also through contribution from PRIs’ own resources. The Ministry of Rural Development, GOI has been requested to extend financial support for this purpose.

2) Integrated Fund Monitoring and Accounting System ( IFMAS)

The P&RD Dept , with the financial support of the Ministry of Information and Technology, GOI, has been implementing a pilot project on the above theme in Howrah Zilla Parishad and 14 Panchayat Samities . Computerisation of the Accounting system under the newly enacted Accounts Rules for PS and ZP effective from 1st April, 2003 is not only improving the speed of the management information system in general but is also bringing about considerable transparency in whole working procedure. 

   As a follow up to this project as the next phase of computerization this Dept proposed to replicate this in 5 Zps and 125 PSs . This would, however, require some customization of the existing package to suit local requirements and also an extensive training and hand holding of the users for quite sometime.

       The P&RD Dept is going in for requesting the remaining ZPs and PSs to procure the hard wares and soft wares  as per recommendations of the NIC, State unit and WEBEL Technology Limited out of EFC grant and contribution of the ZP and PS from their own resources during 2003-04 and 2004-05.

